
*Based on two sharing a twin/double room and a minimum of 35 members travelling.

Exploring Sussex, Surrey, Kent & Essex  ...

A CULTURAL JOURNEY THROUGH 

SOUTHERN ENGLAND 
5 days – 4 nights. £925 per person*

What’s included 

*	 Executive coach travel throughout
*	 4 nights half board accommodation
*	 Admission to The Watts Gallery
*	 Admission to Brighton Royal Pavilion
*	 Visit Standen House & Gardens (NT)
*	 Visit Nyman’s Garden (NT)
*	 Admission to Charleston House
*	 Guided tour of Farleys House & 

Gallery
*	 Visit RHS Wisley
*	 Two lunches
*	 Gratuities

Extras 

*	 Single supplement – £140 per person 
(twin/double for sole use)

*	 Admission to NT & RHS properties 

Our Tour

Friends of National 
Museum Wales
10th - 14th June 2024

Travel with Success.

Our cultural journey takes us to houses and places associated 
with our artistic and literary heritage, such as William Morris and 
The Arts and Crafts Movement at Standen and The Bloomsbury Group 
at Charleston. We will spend a day in Brighton, visiting the Royal 
Pavilion and exploring the city. Garden lovers will not only enjoy the 
RHS at Wisley but also Nymans House, a world-class garden created 
by Ludvig Messel. Our cultural  journey concludes in  Farleys House and 
Gallery, a  meeting place for post war artists, which contains many 
twentieth century art treasures. We really hope it will be a cultural 
journey for you not to miss.
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Day 1 -  After departing Cardiff 
in the morning, we travel to 
Watts Gallery and Artists’ 
Village,  the legacy of Victorian 
artist George Frederic Watts and 
renowned designer Mary Watts, 
champions of Art for All.  As well 
as the exquisite Victorian art in 
the Historic Galleries, a magical 
chapel and the artists’ historic 
home, Limnerslease, there are also  
immaculate gardens to explore. 
Tea / coffee on arrival and a light 
lunch are included here.   

Day 2 - Today we visit cosmopolitan 
Brighton. There will be time to 
explore this thriving seaside resort, 
with its eclectic mixture of vintage 
shops and markets, a range of 
art galleries and museums, and 
the iconic pier that is reminiscent 
of traditional seaside holidays. 
Whilst here we will visit the 
iconic Royal Pavilion.  King 
George VI’s outrageously exotic 
pleasure palace has to be one 
of the UK’s most outlandish and 
dazzling buildings. The décor and 
architecture merges Far Eastern 
influences from China and India 

with Regency grandeur, making 
it a wholly unusual and visually 
arresting place to explore.

Day 3 - Today we visit two National 
Trust properties.  Standen House 
and Gardens is a renowned Arts 
and Crafts family home designed 
by Philip Webb, with Morris & Co. 
interiors and set in a beautiful 
hillside garden.  The house can 
still be seen as the owners, the 
Beale family, might have used 
it back in 1894.  Nymans  is a 
must for garden lovers.  With a 
series of experimental designs, 
spectacular planting and all-
year-round beauty, it reflects the  
changing fashion of early 20th 
century gardening. The house, 
transformed into a gothic mansion 
in the twenties, burnt down shortly 
after, leaving romantic ruins. The 
remaining rooms are unexpectedly 
charming, filled with flowers from 
the garden reflecting the taste of 
Anne Messel, Countess of Rosse. 
Oliver Messel’s television draped in 
stage curtains is one of the more 
curious objects inside. 

Day 4 - Our first destination today 
is Charleston, the modernist home 
and studio of painters Vanessa Bell 
and Duncan Grant.  The country 
meeting place of the Bloomsbury 
Group, it offers an insight into 
their fascinating and sometimes 
scandalous history.  Inside there is 
a vast collection including murals, 

textiles, ceramics, sculpture, 
furniture, paintings and photos.  
Next we head to nearby Farleys 
House and Gallery, the Sussex 
home of photographer Lee Miller 
and surrealist artist Roland 
Penrose whose guests included 
Picasso, Man Ray, Miró and 
fellow surrealists.  As well as a 
guided house tour, there are two 
galleries and a sculpture garden 
to explore, with the galleries 
boasting an outstanding selection 
of temporary exhibitions.  Lunch is 
included today.

Day 5 - Departing the hotel, we 
commence the homeward journey 
with an en-route visit to RHS 
Wisley  (free to RHS members, non members 

can pay on the day).   This flagship RHS 
garden, given to the RHS in 1903, is 
home to some of the largest plant 
collections in the world and always 
offers something new and exciting 
to inspire visitors.  

The  exact order of excursions is subject to 

change. Non-NT members will need to pay the 

relevant admission fees on the day.

Our Itinerary

Our Hotel 
Set in 14 acres, yet close to the town centre, The Spa Hotel Royal Tunbridge 
Wells dates back to 1766 and was originally a country mansion.   Today it 
offers a lovely restaurant overlooking the gardens, a relaxing bar and small 
indoor swimming pool.  Bedrooms are individually designed and equipped 
to the highest standards, with en-suite bathrooms, WiFi and flat-screen 
television.  The hotel has a small lift. 

How to book 
Please send completed booking form & deposit payment to:  

Gwen Williams, 57 Beulah Road, Rhiwbina, Cardiff, CF14 6LU

T: 02920 620094
E: gwen.williams@friendsmuseumwales.org.uk

Brighton Royal Pavilion

01225 764205
successtours.com

RHS Wisley
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