
 
 

 
Saturday 16th February 2019 

At 10.30am in the Chemistry Lecture Theatre, 
Cardiff University, Cardiff  CF10 3NP 

 
My Life in Metal 

An Illustrated Talk by Sculptor David Petersen 
 

David Petersen is probably most famous for the design and construction of the Memorial Dragon 
to the 38th Welsh Division at Mametz Wood in the Battle of the Somme in 1916. The memorial, 
located on the site of the action in northern France, is of a large red dragon holding barbed wire, 
mounted on a stone plinth. 
He is well known too, for winning a competition to make the National Millennium Beacon for the 
millennium celebrations. The large stainless steel sculpture was initially erected on the porch 
of Cardiff City Hall. 
David worked in GKN steelworks in Cardiff before studying fine art at Newport College of Art. He 
is an elected member of the Royal Cambrian Academy and has served as chairman of 
the British Artist Blacksmiths Association. He has been a full time lecturer in several Art Colleges 
both here in Wales and London, and has lectured internationally in America, Canada, Russia, 
Germany, Spain and France 
He is also known as a television presenter on historical and cultural topics; he was a Plaid 
Cymru candidate in the 1999 National Assembly election for the Brecon and Radnorshire 
Constituency and for several years David led the Welsh delegation to the Festival Interceltique 
de Lorient in Brittany. 
He has run his own studios in Wales for many years and completed many sculpture 
commissions. 
 
The admission charge for the talk, which includes coffee in the University is £8 for tickets 
ordered in advance or £10 at the door. To take advantage of the concessionary rate please 
complete the form below by Wednesday 13th Febuary with a cheque made out to the Friends of 
National Museum of Wales. No acknowledgement will be sent. 

Send to: Gwen Williams, 57 Beulah Road CARDIFF CF14 6LU 
Tel: 029 2062 0094 Mobile: 07802437316 gwen.williams@friendsmuseumwales.org.uk 
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Please reserve ____ places for the above event. I enclose a cheque for £____ payable to Friends of t National 
Museum Wales  
 
Name(s)_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Postcode________________Tel__________________________Mob________________________________             
 
Email________________________________              
 
                 Registered charity No. 701990.             Elusen Gofrestrig Rhif. 701990 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barbed_wire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stainless_steel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cardiff_City_Hall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Cambrian_Academy
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=British_Artist_Blacksmiths_Association&action=edit&redlink=1
mailto:gwen.williams@friendsmuseumwales.org.uk

